Bicycle Hire, whether conventional or electric
This word document is about bicycle hire, but if you have come to this page from our home page direct, we would invite you, after reading this, to also click on our ‘Activities’ page in the left margin, and from there onto: ‘More information about cycling’ to read about the possible rides around here.
Firstly, Electric Bikes: (information about conventional bicycles is further down this document). Until the end of October we are leasing two (£1,700) electric bikes that in turn can be hired from us for half or full days.  This is part of the not-for-profit Electric Bicycle Network scheme, which was set up under the auspices of a now defunct Government quango, Cycling England. About 10 accommodation providers are leasing these bikes and there are a network of about 12 charging points throughout the White Peak area of the Peak District (our area) – if needed.

The scheme itself is intended for those coming back to cycling, who perhaps are not as fit as they would like to be. But in fact there is a far larger potential market for these bikes. Often a couple come, who might not want to cycle, one being much fitter than the other, but if the less fit one hires an electric bike, then in practice the less fit cyclist will probably even be a bit faster than the stronger cylist.

Alternatively and surprisingly it’s also good for the strong cyclist! I myself, am capable of doing over 100 miles a day on hilly routes in the Peak District on conventional bikes but nevertheless I often use these bikes. The reasons for this are various: sometimes, just for a change, sometimes, the bikes being sit up and beg style, I might fancy getting to see more of the surrounding countryside than on a lightweight road-bike, or because I am feeling a bit jaded, or the most common reason being that on windy days, it might encourage me to get out into the hills, when I might otherwise sit in front of a computer preparing documents like this one!
The distances of which the bikes are capable vary enormously dependant on various factors: weight of the rider, how flat the route is, whether low medium or full power is being used. In low power on the flat the bike is supposed to be capable of 50 miles, in practice say going on the trails around here, (the Tissington trail has a slightly slope) you will probably get 40 miles, my wife gets 30 miles on somewhat hilling routes, when using low power most of the time, using medium just for one or two steep hills, whilst I might only get 22 miles on low power, when going up a series of very steep hills (including one or two at almost 1:5) Not really sure about ranges when using medium or high power but for the vast majority of people, they will be content with the power given on the low setting, simply switching to medium power when going uphill. But the point is there are a good number of charging points within the area you are almost certainly going to want to travel, and the idea is you stop off for a tea and cake, or drink and/or meal at the pubs and tea rooms, whist you re-charge your batteries (free of charge). An hours charge will re-charge an empty battery apparently about 60percent.
The cost is £12 for half a day, £15 for a full day

Secondly Conventional Bikes: 

We split this up into hiring from bike hire specialists or hiring from ourselves here at Cotterill farm.

Staring with Hire bases: 

Parsley Hey: The bicycles at Parsley Hay, really aimed at those wanting to ride ‘The Tissington Trail’ or ‘The High Peak Trail’, are somewhat pricey although we have half price vouchers for hiring of these bikes outside the month of August

Waterhouses: If you want to ride along the Manifold Valley Trail, you could ride the five miles or so from Parsley Hey, although for many a better but less green option, will be to drive (13 miles, 20 minutes) to Waterhouses (or get the excellent Moorlands Connect bus) where the base is just yards from the far end of the trail.
Hassop Station: A bit past Bakewell, (14 miles, just over 20 minutes). You can then ride the Monsall Trail. This is one of the old railway lines featured in Julia Bradbury’s series, she had the tunnels specially opened up for her, but in May  this year they opened up the tunnels for everyone, and this is now a truly excellent route for those wanting to cycle old railway trails. 

Our Hire here from Cotterill Farm. At the outset can I say, that we do not hire our bikes out to children under 12 years of age. Four of ours (two men and two ladies) are slightly better than those at the hire bases (the others are worse!). Aluminium framed, just one year old. 18 gears Raleighs. Like most hire bikes, for better or worse, they are closer to being mountain bikes than road bikes, which makes them particularly suited to the three cycle trails (former railways lines) within 3 miles of us and also the various bridleways that have been laid with limestone and dust to create a similar surface to the trails. Rentals of our bikes work out at about one half of the cost of hiring from the commercial organizations (before the discount available for Parsley Hey), namely: for the better bikes we charge £2 for the first hour with an extra £1 for every hour over, up to a maximum of £8. (subsequent days, just £1 per hour).  The three older bikes we simply charge out at £1 per hour. As we are not ourselves looking to make a profit out of this activity (any profits go to our favourite charity, the local hospice, whereas we are going to be making a loss on the electric bikes, but we don’t cross subsidise them), we want to keep our own involvement to a minimum. Accordingly you have to choose these bikes yourselves, set them up the saddle heights appropriately, and check the tyres and brakes yourself (so really only suitable for those with suitable cycling experience).  Please Note: We do NOT supply helmets, for the conventional bikes (the helmets supplied for the electric bikes do not belong to us but to the leasing company).
